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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Parker et al., Patent #5,781,720, hereinafter Parker, Tan et al., Patent #6,356,902, 
hereinafter Tan, and Singh el al., Patent #6,415,396, hereinafter Singh. 

3. With regard to claim 1 , Parker teaches a system that does automated testing of a 
GUI environment, through the generation of a mapping between GUI objects and their 
functions (see column 16, line 59 through column 17, line 12 and column 25, lines 4-8), 
the executing of an executable feature of the Logical Screen Element (LSE) (see 
column 4, lines 39-45), a LSE Manager that identifies locations of the LSEs (see column 
10, line 1-9), and it would be obvious that in order to execute the system as if selection 
were by user input the executable features have to be stored in association with graphic 
elements (see column 4, lines 39-45 and column 9, lines 11-21). Tan, teaches a 
system in which graphical elements are mapped into a graph map, similar to that of 
Parker, but Tan explicitly points out the storing of the elements (see column 2, lines 10- 
16). Singh teaches a system of providing regression tests (see column 3, lines 35-60), 
similar to that of Parker, but further explicitly points out selection techniques used on a 
GUI to provide a graphical test structure (see column 3, lines 25-59). It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Parker, Tan, and 
Singh before him at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Parker to 
include the explicit teaching of storing the executable features of the graphical elements 
as did Tan, and to include the selection techniques of Singh. One would have been 
motivated to make such a combination because Parker and Singh both implement 
regression testing, they only chose to do selection in different manners, and the method 
of mapping a tree structure to a graph map of Tan is similar to the mapping systems of 
Parker and Sigh but further provides a mapping system in which all possible elements 
are included (see column 2, lines 40-59). 

4. With regard to claims 2, 23, and 32, which teach a system in which selection of 
an executable feature exposes a second graphic feature that is then treated the same 
as the first, Parker teaches, in column 4, lines 50-55 and column 9, lines 9-22, that 
when one element exposes another element the second element is processed likewise. 
Singh further teaches this limitation in column 4, lines 58-60, teaching that if a given 
requirement is executed, and a new event is received, the second requirement is 
executed. 

5. With regard to claims 3 and 24, which teach the retrieving comprising capturing 
information pertaining to the graphic element, Parker teaches, in column 30, lines 15- 
19, a comparison based on captured information. 

6. With regard to claims 4, 21 , and 25, which teach that storing includes updating 
an indicator associated with the graphics element when an executable feature stored in 
association with the graphics element is executed, Parker further teaches, in column 27, 
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lines 60-65, graphical items having a Boolean value to show if the item is currently 
executable. It would be obvious having the teachings of Parker, Tan, and Singh that the 
Boolean value of Parker could be controlled to only execute each item once similar to 
the systematic selection techniques (depth-first/breadth-first) of Tan and Singh. 

7. With regard to claim 5, which teaches storing including organizing the retrieved 
information so that an executable feature stored in association with graphics element 
can be interpreted by a computer-executable application capable of accessing the 
retrieved information, Tan further teaches, in column 1, lines 5-17 and column 2, lines 
40-59, a storage and retrieval method that allows for organized retrieval of executable 
codes associated with graphical objects. 

8. With regard to claim 6, which teaches storing including organizing the retrieved 
information such that an executable feature stored in association with the graphics 
element can be interpreted by a user capable of accessing the retrieved information 
from memory, Tan further teaches, in column 1, lines 5-17 and column 3, lines 40-45, a 
storage and retrieval method that allows for organized retrieval of executable codes 
associated with graphical objects. 

9. With regard to claims 7 and 16, which teach executing comprising selecting form 
the stored information an executable feature stored in association with the graphics 
element, Tan further teaches, in column 1, lines 5-17 and column 3, lines 40-45, a 
storage and retrieval method that allows for organized retrieval of executable codes 
associated with graphical objects. 



Application/Control Number: 09/982,395 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2173 

10. With regard to claims 8 and 17, which teach selecting comprising selecting an 
executable feature not previously executed, Parker further teaches, in column 27, lines 
60-65, graphical items having a Boolean value to show if the item is currently 
executable. It would be obvious having the teachings of Parker, Tan, and Singh that 
selection could be made with respect to the Boolean value of Parker that could be 
controlled to only execute each item only once, similar to the systematic selection 
techniques (depth-first/breadth-first) of Tan and Singh. 

1 1 . With regard to claims 9, 1 8, and 26, which teach the selecting comprising 
reviewing an indicator to select an executable feature not previously executed, Parker 
further teaches, in column 27, lines 60-65, graphical items having a Boolean value to 
show if the item is currently executable. It would be obvious having the teachings of 
Parker, Tan, and Singh that selection could be made with respect to the Boolean value 
of Parker that could be controlled to only execute each item only once similar to the 
selection techniques (depth-first/breadth-first) of Tan and Singh. 

12. With regard to claims 10, 19, and 27, which teach selecting comprising selecting 
executable features in a depth-first mode of operation, Tan further teaches, in column 2, 
lines 40-59, selection being through either through a depth-first or breadth first mode. 
Singh further teaches, in column 13, lines 50-63, reaching nodes, corresponding to GUI 
elements, in this manner. 

13. With regard to claims 1 1 , 20, and 28, which teach selecting comprising selecting 
executable features in a breadth-first mode of operation, Tan further teaches, in column 
2, lines 40-59, selection being through either through a depth-first or breadth first mode. 
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Singh further teaches, in column 13, lines 50-63, reaching nodes, corresponding to GUI 
elements, in this manner. 

14. With regard to claims 12, 29, and 33, which teaches a computer readable 
medium having computer executable instructions for performing the method, Parker 
teaches, in columnl , lines 14-43, a computer readable medium for implementing the 
system. 

15. With regard to claim 13, Parker teaches a system that does automated testing of 
a GUI environment, through the generation of a mapping between GUI objects and their 
functions (see column 16, line 59 through column 17, line 12 and column 25, lines 4-8), 
see column 30, lines 15-19, a comparison based on captured information (see column 
30, lines 15-19), the executing of an executable feature of the Logical Screen Element 
(LSE) (see column 4, lines 39-45), a LSE Manager that identifies locations of the LSEs 
(see column 1 0, line 1 -9), and it would be obvious that in order to execute the system as 
if selection were by user input the executable features have to be stored in association 
with graphic elements (see column 4, lines 39-45 and column 9, lines 11-21). Tan, 
teaches a system in which graphical elements are mapped into a graph map, similar to 
that of Parker, but Tan explicitly points out the storing of the elements (see column 2, 
lines 10-16). Singh teaches a system of providing regression tests (see column 3, lines 
35-60), similar to that of Parker, but further explicitly points out selection techniques 
used on a GUI to provide a graphical test structure (see column 3, lines 25-59). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Parker, 
Tan, and Singh before him at the time the invention was made to modify the system of 
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Parker to include the explicit teaching of storing the executable features of the graphical 
elements as did Tan, and to include the selection techniques of Singh. One would have 
been motivated to make such a combination because Parker and Singh both implement 
regression testing, they only chose to do selection in different manners, and the method 
of mapping a tree structure to a graph map of Tan is similar to the mapping systems of 
Parker and Sigh but further provides a mapping system in which all possible elements 
are included (see column 2, lines 40-59). 

16. With regard to claim 14, which teaches the capture agent being invoked by the 
application driver, Parker further teaches, in column 4, lines 15-20 and in column 30, 
lines 15-19, a comparison based on captured information executed by a test driver on 
the application program. 

17. With regard to claim 15, which teaches the capture agent submitting retrieved 
information to the application driver, Parker further teaches, in column 4, lines 15-20 
and in column 30, lines 15-19, a comparison based on captured information executed 
by a test driver on the application program. 

18. With regard to claim 22, Parker teaches a system that does automated testing of 
a GUI environment, through the generation of a mapping between GUI objects and their 
functions (see column 16, line 59 through column 17, line 12 and column 25, lines 4-8), 
the executing of an executable feature of the Logical Screen Element (LSE) (see 
column 4, lines 39-45), a LSE Manager that identifies locations of the LSEs (see column 
10, line 1-9), and it would be obvious that in order to execute the system as if selection 
were by user input the executable features have to be stored in association with graphic 
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elements (see column 4, lines 39-45 and column 9, lines 1 1-21). Tan, teaches a 
system in which graphical elements are mapped into a graph map, similar to that of 
Parker, but Tan explicitly points out the storing of the elements (see column 2, lines 10- 
16). Singh teaches a system of providing regression tests (see column 3, lines 35-60), 
similar to that of Parker, but further explicitly points out selection techniques used on a 
GUI to provide a graphical test structure (see column 3, lines 25-59). Parker further 
teaches graphical items having a Boolean value to show if the item is currently 
executable (see column 27, lines 60-65) where it would be obvious having the teachings 
of Parker, Tan, and Singh that selection could be made with respect to the Boolean 
value of Parker that could be controlled to only execute each item only once, similar to 
the systematic selection techniques (depth-first/breadth-first) of Tan and Singh. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Parker, 
Tan, and Singh before him at the time the invention was made to modify the system of 
Parker to include the explicit teaching of storing the executable features of the graphical 
elements as did Tan, and to include the selection techniques of Singh. One would have 
been motivated to make such a combination because Parker and Singh both implement 
regression testing, they only chose to do selection in different manners, and the method 
of mapping a tree structure to a graph map of Tan is similar to the mapping systems of 
Parker and Sigh but further provides a mapping system in which all possible elements 
are included (see column 2, lines 40-59). 

1 9. With regard to claim 30, which teaches the graphical user interface being 
generated by a software application included in the set: an application program, an 
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operating system, and a program module, Parker further teaches an application 
program (see column 1, lines 14-30), an operating system (see column 3, line 40), and 
a program module (see column 1, lines 14-35), for generating a GUI. 
20. With regard to claim 31 , Parker teaches a system that does automated testing of 
a GUI environment, through the generation of a mapping between GUI objects and their 
functions (see column 16, line 59 through column 17, line 12 and column 25, lines 4-8), 
the executing of an executable feature of the Logical Screen Element (LSE) (see 
column 4, lines 39-45), a LSE Manager that identifies locations of the LSEs (see column 
10, line 1-9), and it would be obvious that in order to execute the system as if selection 
were by user input the executable features have to be stored in association with graphic 
elements (see column 4, lines 39-45 and column 9, lines 1 1-21 ). Tan, teaches a 
system in which graphical elements are mapped into a graph map, similar to that of 
Parker, but Tan explicitly points out the storing of the elements (see column 2, lines 10- 
16). Singh teaches a system of providing regression tests (see column 3, lines 35-60), 
similar to that of Parker, but further explicitly points out selection techniques used on a 
GUI to provide a graphical test structure (see column 3, lines 25-59). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Parker, Tan, and 
Singh before him at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Parker to 
include the explicit teaching of storing the executable features of the graphical elements 
as did Tan, and to include the selection techniques of Singh. One would have been 
motivated to make such a combination because Parker and Singh both implement 
regression testing, they only chose to do selection in different manners, and the method 
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of mapping a tree structure to a graph map of Tan is similar to the mapping systems of 
Parker and Sigh but further provides a mapping system in which all possible elements 
are included (see column 2, lines 40-59). 



Conclusion 

21 . The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 1 1 (c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited 
therein teach systems for mapping GUI elements. 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis G. Bonshock whose telephone number is (703) 
305-4668. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 6:30 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. 

23. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-31 16. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 




SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 
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24. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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